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Working Toward Tomorrow   by Pastor Davis SHARING THE  
GOSPEL 

We are excited about more 
and more people register-
ing their experience of 
sharing the Gospel, the 
Good News of Jesusô love.  
Whenever you have a 
ògospel contact,ó we 
would like to hear about it.  
Please indicate it on the 
Red Booklet that is passed 

during the offering. 

A gospel contact is a 
verbal sharing of the mes-
sage of Jesus with another 
person who has an oppor-

tunity to respond.   
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One of Those Days  by Elder James Fackler  

Have you ever had one of those days, 
or weeks or months?  You know: where 
everything ends with more frustrations 
and problems in your life?  As the say-
ing goes òwhen it rains it pours.ó  
Sometimes sayings are just sayings and 
sometimes they are so true you canõt 
believe how easy it is to feel that 
truth.  Our house had its share of frus-
trations this last year (as Iõm sure 
many of yours have had as well) be-
tween losing loved ones, health con-
cerns, concerns about the economy, 

and family struggles.  We all have 
òlifeó to deal with.  In that struggle 
with life, where are you turning and 
how is that helping you, or not helping 

you? 

Coming from a Christian family has     
always been an advantage I didnõt 
quite realize until we began having our 
own family.  Knowing that you can go 
to God in prayer is an incredible gift, 

and one we have always used when in 

Continued on page  8 
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During the summer many people are 

doing much planning for the fall and 

beyond.  To date the Planning Team 

and Action Team Leaders have con-

vened to begin planning toward the 

Congregational Outcomes adopted 

by our Assembly of Voters.  We want 

more and more people to grow in  

Knowing the Peace and the Power 

of the Cross .  

 

Specifically we are working on:  

Enhancing discipleship training for 

6th, 7 th and 8th grade students and 

their parents  

Continued accent on personal Bi-

ble reading and prayer  

Development of home groups spe-

cifically and group life generally  

Volunteer coordination  

 
Continued on page  4 
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Knowing the peace and the power of the Cross 



When: Wednesday, July 14  

Time:   12:00 noon 

What:  A BLAST FROM THE PAST  - Relive events of the 1920's with 

Barb Wheeler 

Of course there will be food (more about that later)  Come for the 

fun and fellowship  at twelve oõclock  at Church.  Please let Grace 

Chappell know if you are able to attend.  

KeenAgers and Friends  
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Ladies you know how much you love this event, so get it in your planner or 

PDA!  Our Salad Supper is on Monday, July 19, 6:30 pm at Stuart and Barb 

Mooreõs home in Okemos.  Come and enjoy the wonderful heated pool and 

dine on a bonanza of tasty salads and desserts.   

Weõll serve dinner about 6:30 pm, but Barb invites you to come early  for an 

afternoon swim (or stay late to swim under the stars) and some good St. Luke 

sistership. This is a really fun way to meet new friends and enjoy the old ones 

too.  Invite a new member to come with you, and friends are always welcome 

at St. Luke events.   

Mite Box offerings will be collected at the party.  

Please sign up at the Sign Up Center.  Questions?  Contact Barb Moore or 

Rhonda Fishel.  

Ladies Salad Supper & Pool Party  

We are joining Meridian Townshipõs co-ed league!  Games are 

played on Wednesday nights (2 games each night) August 4 through 

September 1.  A minimum of 5 men and 5 women are needed to 

fill the roster.   Cost is $52 per person for the entire season.   If in-

terested, visit the Sign Up Center by July 18 to join the team!  

ST. LUKE SOFTBALL LEAGUE  



Do you have some interesting news to share in The Messenger?  
Submit articles to Editor Cindy Ray by August 23 for the September Issue.   Please e -mail cray@stlukehas.com  
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Our Menõs Retreat at Higgins Lake, August 13-14, promises to be a time 

filled with fun, fellowship, and growing in faith and love for the Lord. 

The agenda begins with a golf outing Friday, followed by dinner and fel-

lowship.  Saturday weõll explore opportunities to develop a closer rela-

tionship with Jesus.  Weõll return to Lansing by 2:30 pm Saturday after-

noon.  Cost is $90 plus golf. Please sign up at the Sign Up Center. Ques-

tions?  Contact Steve DeBoer. 

Twice the bundles,  
Twice the love, 
Two little babies  
Sent from above! 

 

A sprinkle of sugar, 
A dash of spice, 
A brother and sister,  
How very nice! 

 

Double the giggles, 
Double the grins, 
Double the joy, 

Of precious new twins! 

On Sunday, July 18, at Meridian Sun golfers of all ages and skill 

levels will battle for the coveted Davis Open Trophy!!!    

The format is a 4 person team scramble with prizes for the win-

ning team.   Buffet dinner  to follow.   $23 for golf and buffet; $15 

for golf only; $10 for buffet only.    

See the Sign Up Center to register as an individual or with a team 

by July 11. 

 4th Annual Menõs Retreat 

Davis Open 

Burmeister Baby Shower  

 

WHAT:   Brunch in honor of the mother and father to be!  

WHEN:  Saturday, July 24, 10:00am 

WHERE:  Here at St. Luke 

WHO:   All men, women, and children who would like to 

celebrate this miracle with Nate and Katie!  

 

There is a sign up sheet and       

reminders at the  

Sign Up Center.   

Please sign up by July 18! 



Lutheran Women in Mission will Play in Peoria 
Next June!  

Page 4 

The Messenger   

Community Classroom, Little 

Lambs Pre-school and our af-

ter school Youth Center  

òBig Bangó Theory of evange-

lism 

We will also begin preparing this 

summer for a congregation -wide 

series of three surveys to assess 

the development of our spiritual 

life.  These surveys will take 

place approximately every 18 

months over the next three years 

and will help us hone our pro-

gramming so that it is more ef-

fective.   The first survey will 

take place in late September.  

Watch for REVEAL Survey infor-

mation.  

To make our plans for the new 

program year operational, our 

June 27 Assembly of Voters 

adopted a 2010-2011 congrega-

tional budget.  Our budget plan 

calls for:  

Giving 10% of our offerings 

to missions  including the 

Synod/District, internation-

al missionaries David Erber 

and Chuck Tessaro of Lu-

theran Bible Translators, 

Concordia University, Inter-

national Student Ministries.  

A congregation -wide minis-

try summit to reflect on 

shared ministry featuring 

an outside speaker for a 

weekend to help us think 

and plan for the future.  

Continued emphasis on 

worship, fellowship, disci-

pleship, ministry and evan-

gelism,  spending 7.5% of 

our budget on these areas 

of programming.  

Working é Continued from page 1  

No additional staffing,   

knowing, however, that 

during the coming year we 

will need to evaluate 

whether or not our current 

level of staffing is meeting 

the needs and opportunities 

of our shared work.  

Continued mortgage pay-

ments  of $122,300 from 

regular offerings.  (We also 

plan to use contributions 

from our Growing Further in 

Faith Campaign to reduce 

the principal.)  

Increased offerings  of ap-

proximately 3% in 2010-2011 

over 2009-2010. 

Through these summer months 

please keep our shared ministry 

in your prayers.  Pray for Godõs 

guidance and wisdom to shine 

through our thinking.  

Make your plans NOW to attend the 34th Biennial LWML National Convention to 
be held at the Peoria Civic Center, June 23ςJune 26, 2011. Plans are already under 
ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ς [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƎŜΦέ 
Exciting speakers at the convention will include Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus (from The Lu-
theran Hour), Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing, and Deb Burma. Musician Lana Gibbons will 
lead convention participants in song. Invite your friends, mark the dates on your calendar, and watch for 
more details in the months to come. Visit www.lwml.org for the latest in Peoria convention news! 

For our younger women who have never been to a convention, this would be a great first-time event and a 
ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΧΦǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘΚ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ǘƻ tŜƻǊƛŀΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƛǎ с ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΧŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
mation contact Marcy Hoyt, or go to the website above to check it out!  



Summary of Treasurerõs ReportñJune 30, 2010  

FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2009 - JUNE 30, 2010  

Preliminary - subject to revision  
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thirsty in July, August and Sep-
tember. Besides, you deserve a 
break today to read (or weed) 

while the water is running.  

Another team is needed to clean 
up the bed along Van Atta Road 
East of the pole building. For St. 
Luke members, it's sort of an 
`out of sight, out of mind' area. 
But as a first impression area to 

passers-by, it needs attention.  

AND, you do not have to have 
permission, be on a team or 
even a gardener to pull weeds. 
If you know a dandelion from a 
daisy or Creeping Charlie from 
creeping phlox, go for it! And if 

Godõs Glory Gardeners  by JoAnne Holz 

you don't but would like to, 
we'll mentor you in the fine 
art of weed recognition 
while we get dirt under our 
fingernails and become bet-
ter acquainted with each 

other, too.  

From the git -go, most of the 
gardens have been non-
budget projects. Our tool 
crib could use a donation of 
hand pruners. Do you have 

any spare ones?  

A BIG THANK YOU to all the 

teams and individuals who use 
your time and talents to create 
and maintain the beautiful 
landscapes around our St. Luke 

building and grounds.  

We only have one chance to 
make a first impression on visi-
tors, and you have presented a 

welcoming 'face' for all.  

A drip hose is laid in the memo-
rial garden close to the building 
(where the urns and benches 
are). There are a few openings 

in the hose-turner -on-and-off 
schedule. Check with Bev John-
son to find out which hour fits 
your schedule. Plants get very 

JUNE 30 SNAPSHOT (Balance Sheet) 

ASSETS - CASH AND INVESTMENTS  

    Total including 

Surplus 

Surplus portion 

Cash 139,891  43,425  

Investments 12,707  12,707  

Total 152,598  56,132  

     

LONG TERM 

DEBT 

1,438,709    

RESULTS THROUGH JUNE 30 (Operating Statement) 

JUNE          

Actual 

Year to date 

Actual 

Projected Better 

(Worse) 

 

51,788  Budget         

offerings 

674,598  716,143  (41,545) 

62,227  Budget         

payments 

688,873  716,143  27,270  

(10,439) 

Cash surplus 

(deficit) 

(14,275)    

  OFFERINGS OVER LAST YEAR  BY:  1.3% 

Prorating extraordinary Jul 08 offering, offerings over 

last year by: 1.3% 

For the month, offerings fell short of budget payments by: ($10,439) 

For the year, offerings fell short of budget payments by: ($14,275) 



If you missed the registration 

deadline last year or  are just 

unsure about what the dance 

team is about this is a perfect    

opportunity to come try it out!      

Registration sheets are at the Sign Up        

Center.     Registration deadline is Friday,   Au-

gust 6.  For more information please contact 

the church office or Melissa George at  

moveinfaithdanceteam@yahoo.com.   

VBS week 

August 2ñ6   

The Messenger   
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Please help us plan for this year's 

High Seas Expedition, Vacation Bible 

School, by registering NOW.    

Go to www.StLukeHas.com and click 

on the VBS link.   

We are a òsalty bunch of charactersó who 

will set sail on a high seas expedition this 

year to share Godõs Word.     

Captain and Crew Needed!    
Please contact Marlo McCutcheon at  

mmccutcheon@beetree.com to join the 

VBS Crew.   

MOVE IN FAITH DANCE TEAM SUMMER DANCE CAMP! 

Do you love to dance? Have you ever danced 

to praise God?  Girls age 5-18 are invited to 

participate in this 3 day dance camp!   We 

will meet August 10, 11 and 12, 10 am - 12 

pm in the Narthex.   During this 3 day dance 

camp we will learn a routine to dance in 

church services on Sunday, September 

12.  Girls attending the dance camp are not 

required, but are encouragedto participate 

on September 12.  

Touch a Truck  

Saturday, July 17 

9:00 am  

St. Luke parking lot  

 

 

 

Explore a variety of giant, hard -

working city vehicles that have 

exciting experiences all over the 

city everyday!  A variety of vehi-

cles will be on display for your 

children to safely climb, sit in, 

and play inside!  

Please register at the Sign Up 

Center.  



GROWING FURTHER IN FAITH CAMPAIGN 

Thank you to the many who are participating in this campaign.  Please remember that these 

gifts are to be over and above your regular Sunday offerings.  Shifting money out of your 

regular offerings hurts our ability to plan for our month to month ministry.  

As funds come in we send 10% to the Districtõs The Future is Now Campaign as promised. 

An Action Team has been formed to work on the parking lot addition.  The team includes 

David Schlegel, Scott Walkowicz, Rich Monti and Al Dominick.  We will not complete the new 

lot until we have funds on hand.  

St. Luke Youth  

The Messenger   
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Middle School  

 Activities  
 

POOL PARTY ð July 21 

incoming 6th-8th Grade 
students are invited to 

swim at Barb & Stuart Mooreõs house, 4-
7pm!!!   Burgers/Dogs provided, but please 

bring chips or pop to share.  

Let Nate Burmeister know by July 18 if you 

are coming. Friends are invited.    

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT ð Au-

gust 6-8 Middle School students are invited 
to attend the Michigan District Middle 
School Youth Gathering at Concordia Uni-
versity, Ann Arbor. Hundreds of students 
from around the state gather for a great 
weekend of games, concerts, a servant 
event and the biggest water fight you have 
ever seen!  Cost for the entire weekend is 

$135.  Contact Nate Burmeister to sign up 

High School  

 Activities  
 

CRUD WARS ð July 11, 5:00 ð 7:00 pm, 

we are going to get messy!   Each person 
should bring 1 can of shaving cream, a 1 lb 

bag of flour, a towel and pool goggles!  Feel 
free to bring other crud, but do NOT bring 
food items to use in the war.   Dinner is pro-

vided.   Sign up on the Post Bulletin Board!  

  

POOL PARTY on July 28, 4:00 ñ 7:00pm 

at Pastor and Sallie Davisõs house!  Please 
bring chips or pop to share; burgers and dogs 
provided.     Let Nate Burmeister if you are 

coming.  Friends are invited.    

 

LAKE LANSING DAY ð August 22 after 

church (12:30pm) we are headed to Lake 

Lansing for a day at the beach!   Frisbee,      
volleyball, swimming, and more!   Hot dogs 

provided; please bring chips or pop to share.    



Is part of being prayerful harder 
for some who, like me, struggle 
with realizing and admitting òI 
am not in control of this situa-
tionó?  Our human nature desires 
to solve our own problems with 
our preferred results.  Getting 
what we want, when we want it, 
is not always the best thing for 

us. 

My reoccurring struggle with 
prayer is that I want my problem 
or situation solved now.  Tomor-
row is good as well, however, I 
tend to ignore that the situation, 
of my own making at times, has 
taken a while to òdevelopó and 
this did not just happen.  Why 
should it disappear by divine in-

tervention immediately?  

Walking faithfully means trusting 

Days é  Continued from page 1  

in God and praying for his guid-
ance and his results.  Trusting 
someone involves not only be-
lieving in him but also patience, 
humility, honesty, and love.  
Trust is knowing that God loves 
us so much that he will take care 
of us and that all we have to do 

is ask in prayer.  

The night before his death, Jesus 
in prayer to the Father gave us 
the greatest example of how we 
are to come before God in pray-
er.  Open, honest, with humility, 
sincerity and love ð òéyet not my 
will, but yours be done.ó Luke 

22:42b 

 

need and when in celebration.  
However, having always had that 
support in your life can sometimes 
make you less inclined to see the 
real power behind that gift of God 
and lessen the appreciation of the 

power it holds.  

It is so easy to say òGod help me 
with thisó but how often is that 
prayer really sincere?  How often 
do we òthrow upó a prayer that is 
less than whole hearted?  Being 
prayerful is more than being a per-

son who prays. 

òBe joyful always; pray continual-
ly; give thanks in all circumstanc-
es, for this is Godõs will for you in 
Christ Jesus.ó 1 Thessalonians 5:16

-18 
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Here we are again.  Seems like the 
summer just began-ok technically it 
did-but you know what I mean.  
Fourth of July is coming up fast and 
the summer just flies by after that.  
Schools out-the days are more laid 
back, the weekends are a hive of 
activity with so many choices that 
you canôt possibly do everything 
and of course thereôs vacations...  
But September will come  before 
you are ready for it and  school will 
start again. 

In July and August our  manger col-
lections will be geared towards the 
return to school:.  

JULY COLLECTION: new and 
nearly new back to school clothing 
in sizes 4T through teens-including: 
shirts, blouses, pants, jeans, sweat-

Social Ministries Manger Collection  

shirts.  These will be given to Judson 
Memorial Baptist for their LOVE 

Clothing Center.   

AUGUST COLLECTION: Back to 
School supplies including backpacks, 
paper, crayons, glue, etc.  These will 
be given to the Lansing City Rescue 

Mission. 

Both of these organizations are the 
major providers of back to school 
clothes and supplies to children in the 
Lansing area.  In these tougher eco-
nomic times there is often a greater 
need by people who have never had 
to use this type of service before. The 
stores will soon have school supplies 
and clothes on sale, as well as great 
items on the clearance racks.  We will 
see that these items get to those in 
need.  

In October, we will start up our Coat 
Bank. Last year we gave away 150+ 
coats as well as scarves, hats and 
gloves.  That was a great start for 
the first year and we hope to do 
even better this year.  If you have a 
coat or two you wonôt be using this 
winterð we have just the place for it.  
If youôre a ógarage salerô you might 
find something you could donate. 

There are always opportunities to 
serve and help others.  We are the 
body of Christ and we should be  
using our arms, our minds, our 
hearts and our resources to show 
others the love of our Savior.  

Thank you for your support,  

Nanci Jennings  


