LIVING ON PURPOSE: EVANGELISM

Last week we brainstormed. Thisweek let’ s start
planning. Each group isasked to plan acommunity
activity or event. Spend sometimefiguring out what
your group wantsto do.

Wewant not only to speak but to be “ Good News’ in our
community—in the name of Jesus.

CLOSING:

A couple of remindersasyou close:
Home groups are great waysto get closer to other
believers. That'sgood. But thereisacaution:
let’ smake surethey don’t develop into aclique.
Whenyouarein worship on Sundays, please
make sure that you greet other peopleaswell as
your group. Especially greet peopleyou have not
met.
Getting Drenched in the Divine Per spectiveisa
good thing, aGod thing! Satan won'’t be happy.
Be on guard against temptation or distraction!

Sharein atime of prayer. Pleaseinclude our
congregation, community leaders and peoplein needin
your prayers.
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Ready for a plunge?

As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:9 (NIV)

Thisfour part study isdesigned to do two things.

First, it will challenge usto get more aggressive with four key
spiritua disciplines: Scripture reading, prayer, giving and
evangelism. The more we plunge into these disciplines, the more
we will seelifelike God does!

Second, the study will continueto focus our congregationd life
on five key purposes:
Worship: liveto please God
Fellowship: be connected into God' sfamily
Discipleship: becomelike Jesus
Ministry: serve others
Evangelism: share Jesus

OPENING:
Tak about Jesus. What did you learn about your walk
with Jesusthislast week? What did you read in hisword
that impacted you? What did you find joyful this past
week asa Christian? What did you find difficult?

Asyou begin this session have someonelead thegroupin
prayer asking God’s blessings on those present.



A FUNNY WAY TO START A FIRE!

Read | Kings 18:16-39.

Elijah had afunny way to start afire. Not many of us
would first drench awood pile with water before we tried
tolightit. (Noitwasn’t lighter fluid!)

While our Epiphany sermon and home group series gets
usdrenchedin thedivine perspective, thereal goal is
incendiary. Can we become (more) on fire for Jesusand
ablaze in Christian witness?

Last week we accented reading the word. Thisweek we
will look at increasing timein prayer. Both of these
activitiesinvolve spiritual discipline.

Neither activity isan end in itself. That would be
pharisaical. Spiritual disciplines are like push-ups.
Football teamsdo not do push-upsfor the sake of
becoming champion doersof push-ups. Push-upshelp
playersto bestronger and bolder for playing football!

Wedon't practiceaspiritual disciplineto grow inthe
disciplineitself (push-up champion). Rather, we practice
spiritual disciplinesto become stronger, more competent,
even bold Christians. Can we be ablaze like Peter and
John who said, “Wecannot help speaking about what we

have seen and heard.” (Acts4:20)

Drenchedin the divineperspective that God might set us
ablaze with abold and joyful witness! Isthisagood
strategy for evangelism? Why? Why not?

READY TO FLOOD HISTHRONE?

What things do you own that you do not use? Anyone
have an extracar? Do you have appliancestucked away
in distant recesses of the basement or an unreachable
kitchen cabinet? Do you haveatool you had to havetha
was used acoupletimesand not since? What about an
old intercom system or an ancient C.B.?

Tonight wewant to consider prayer. Arewe“using” it or
have we stuffed it off in aforgotten or seldom used
closet?

Read and discuss Matthew 7:7-12, John 14:9-13 and
James 4:1-3. How do these passagesimpact your prayer
life? What if these passagesarereally true?

Consider this statement, “Neglect of prayer cripplesthe
Church and its people.” Do you agree? Disagree?

Discussyour prayer life. When do you pray? How much
do you pray? Do you make up your own prayers? Do
you usewritten prayers? Do you use prayersfromthe
hymnal? Do you have set times or placesto pray?

Sometimes Jesusspent the night in prayer. Theearly
followers devoted themselvesto prayer (Acts 2:42).
Famous Christianslike Martin Luther and CharlesWesley
prayed for two to four hoursaday.

Discuss“how much” timein prayer isthe right amount of
time. Isthat agood question or abad question? What
cautiondoesMatthew 6:5-8 give? What might happen if
you increased your prayer time—drenched yoursdlf in it?
Areyou willing to experiment?



