VictoriousLiving, Anyway!
St. Luke Lutheran Church
Spring, 2008
Home Group Discussion #1

L essonsfrom the Apostle Peter: To God'sElect, Strangersin the World

Peter before the Sanhedrin,
“ Judge for yourselves whether itisright in God’s sight to obey you rather than God.
For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
Acts 4:19-20

During our spring home group sessionswe are going to study Peter’ sfirst letter to the early Church
scattered throughout what isnow Turkey. Peter wrote during atime of increasing animosity toward
the church, and outright persecution waslooming. Peter encouraged hisreadersto remain steadfast. ..
no matter what. The format of this study will be different from previous studies. Through a series of
leading questions participantswill beled through averse by verse discussion of | Peter.

A second feature of our spring home group sessionswill be areinforcement of our purposesasa
congregation:
Worship: liveto please God
Fellowship: be connected into God' s family
Discipleship: becomelike Jesus
Ministry: serve others
Evangelism: share Jesus

Each session will call on participants to evaluate our progressindividually and corporately in fulfilling
these purposes.

OPENING:
Make sure everyone knows one another. Arethere othersthat you could invitefor next time?

Have someonelead the groupinaprayer. Make sureto ask God to grant hisblessing on the
entire home group ministry. Also ask him to blessthe worship life of the congregation.

WORSHIP: Liveto please God

Worship ismore than “going to church” on Sunday morning (or Monday evening!). Wor ship
isall that we do to honor and glorify God. Lotsof worship ought to take place outside of a
servicesetting. And just because we arein aservice setting doesn’t mean worship really
happens (for instance, paying more attention to what someone is wearing than to the message,
grumbling about the music, and so on does not honor or glorify God)!

Discuss how your worship lifeisgoing:

Does our congregation’ s service setting enable to you honor and glorify God? What
could be added or changed? What needsto be changed in your life to be better ableto
honor and glorify God in a service?

How isyour worship life going outside of aformal service, day by day? Do youfind
yoursalf honoring and glorify God throughout the day? How do you keep the purpose
of Living to Please God foremost in your day?



STUDY OF | PETER 1:1-25

Thisletter waswritten by the Apostle Peter in about A.D. 64. Peter, one of the closest associates of
Jesus and aleader in the early Christian Church, addressesthe reality of suffering and persecution for
the church and the need to remain steadfast. Hopein Christ is hope enough!

READ 1:1-2

Y our group may want to get out a map to locate the ancient and modern locationsidentified in verse 1.
Y our group may also want to assign someone the responsibility to research Nero' s persecution—this
was the suffering that the church was beginning to fedl.

Discusstheworks of the Trinity as highlighted in verse 2

READ 1:39
Discusswhat gifts God has given you according to verses 3-5.

Peter addresses varioustrialsthat the readers had suffered. That issuewill be aconstant companion
throughout our study. Discussvarioustrialsthat you face. Do you face any of the sortsthat they
faced? Arethe “troublescommontoal men” part of thiskind of suffering?

Do we havethe kind of joy Peter talked about? Why? Why not?

READ 1:10-12

Both the prophets and the angels of God were thrilled to consider the wonders and mystery of God's
gracein Jesus, the Christ. Do we have the same kind of thrill? Why? Why not? If not, what would it
taketo cultivateit?

READ 1:13-25
Therefore? What doesthat “therefore’” mean?

How do we prepare our minds for action? How do we become self-controlled? How to we set our
hope fully on God’ s grace?

What doesit mean to “liveyour lives as strangersherein reverent fear?” How do we become too
familiar with theworld’ s“here?” Have we become too successful in quenching the wrong kind of
fear?

How do welive out the call to sincere, deep and heartfelt love for one another? How isthe call to such
loverelated to being born again?

AND SO...
What will you take home from tonight’ s conversation? What do you need to pray and think about?
What do you need to put into practice?

CLOSING:
Have the group spend sometimein prayer. Please consider othersthat you might invite to your group.
Make sure you take turns with the treats!



