A TIME OF EVANGELISM (sharingJesus)
Tonight we have been considering prayer as part of the
“roll up your deeves’ work of the Church.

Of course another work of the Church isto share good
news about Jesus.

Canthetwo “works’ cometogether? Seeif duringthe
coming week you can witnessto thelove of Jesus by
sharing with an unbeliever away that God answered

prayer.

CLOSING PRAYER
Inyour closing prayer please pray for continued unity and
growth in outreach at St. Luke.

CYBER CONVERSATION ABOUT PRAYER
All areinvited to join in an online conversation about the
book Prayer: Doeslt Make Any Difference. Copiesof
the book are available at the Sign Un Center at church or
from alocal book store.

Go to our web site for more information.
www.stlukehas.conychat
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Encour agement for Greater |nvolvement in Prayer

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16

Thisfour part study isdesigned to do two things.

First, it servesto help us continue in a“ lifeon purpose.” Each
session will accent five purposesin life:

Worship: liveto please God
Fellowship: be connected into God' sfamily
Discipleship: becomelike Jesus
Ministry: serve others
Evangelism: share Jesus

Second, it leads participantsinto adiscussion on various prayer
issues. Good communication iscrucia to any relationship—that
includes our relationship with God! A robust prayer life helps
our relationship with God flourish.

A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP (connected to one another)
Asour home groups resume make sure that everyonein
your group knows each other. Taketurns sharing:

Aninteresting summer experience
A fall choreyou dread
A hopeyou havefor our study on prayer


www.stlu

A TIME OF WORSHIP (pleasing God)

Itissaid that thefirst duty of every man and beast isto Read each of thefollowing passages. What do they have
praisetheLord. to say about prayer aswork?
- Psam 13:1-3
Have each participant share ablessing from God. Then . PsAlm22:1-2
take turnsreading asyou read through Psalm 103. Have . Psam144: 3-6
someone lift up aword of prayer asking God to help each . Jeremiah 12:1
participant see something new about prayer. . Habakkuk 1:2-3
A TIME OF DISCIPLESHIP (becoming like Jesus) Part of Jesus' work wasthework of prayer. Read the
“Jesus... went off to a solitary place where he prayed.” Mark 1:35 following passages. What do you |learn about prayer
and work?
A PROBLEM WITH PRAYER: IT ISWORK! . Mark 1:32-35
Tonight we are going to consider prayer as something . Luke22:31-32, 39-44
morethan aform_al ity, morethan areligious nicety. It
isone of the crucia “works’ of the Church. Jesus Chargaj hisfollowerstowork at prayer. Read
Luke 22:45-46. How doesthisimpact your
VIEWTHE FIRST DVD SEGMENT understanding about thework of prayer?
|dentify some differences between work and play. In what ways isthejoy in prayer impacted by thinking

, , about the work of prayer?
Have you heard this? In Americawe play at our work

andwork at our play. What doesthat mean? Could it What would it look likeif the Church got to work at
be said that the Church plays at its prayer? prayer? What would it look likeif you did?
How do you think about prayer asacrucial work of
the Church? A TIME OF MINISTRY (serving others)
One of the wayswe serve othersin the congregationis
Prayer remains a struggle for me... | persist because | am fulfilling God’'s through prayer. Share with one another aprayer

command, and also because | believe | am doing what is best for me whether
or not | feel like it at the time. Moreover, | believe that my perseverance, in
some unfathomable way, brings pleasure to God. We should always pray and
not give up, Jesus taught. Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? p. 161

request for the group to work on for the coming week.

Discussthe sentiment expressed by Philip Y ancy.
Compareit to Genesis 32:22-30.



